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SuecoMMITTEE ON WORKFORCE PROTECTION

March 13, 2014

Craig Butler

Director

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
P.O. Box 1049

Columbus, Ohio 43216-1049

Dear Director Butler

I respectfully ask the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) to reject the proposal by
the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) for open lake disposal of dredged material.
The OEPA has the responsibility, under Section 401 of the Federal Clean Water Act, to certify
whether the proposed discharge of dredged material into the open waters of Lake Erie complies
with State of Ohio water quality standards.

The proposal by the USACE would resuit in the placement of historic levels of contaminated
sediment from the Cuyahoga River and Cleveland Harbor within a mile of the drinking water
intake for the Cleveland municipal water supply. USACE’s proposal suggests the sediment from
dredging in Cleveland Harbor and the Cuyahoga River is no longer contaminated, making it safe
for open lake dumping; however, I have serious concerns with this conclusion.

Based on a report by the OEPA, several scientists have determined the Army Corps’ study
misrepresents the relative harmlessness of the toxins contained in the sediment samples
collected. The uncertainty of the sediment quality gives me pause to support the proposed open
lake disposal of dredged material.

While dredging and other required maintenance of our lake help stimulate economic growth,
there must be concentrated and coordinated efforts to make dredging as harmless as possible.
The Great Lakes are a source of drinking water for 26 million people. We cannot afford to take
action that jeopardizes the health and wellbeing of our constituents.

During USACE’s 30 day comment period, several entities have gone on record as unanimously
opposed to the USACE proposal. Furthermore, both the Cleveland City Council and the
Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority Board of Directors have passed resolutions
expressing their opposition to the proposal.
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I appreciate the USACE’s efforts to find a solution to a serious problem, but unfortunately, this is
not the appropriate path forward. I respectfully urge you to disapprove the USACE proposal for
open lake disposal of dredged material.

Sincerely, %
Marcia L. Fudge
Member of Congress



